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A GERMAN PLACE IN THE AFRICAN SUN---A PRICE OF PEACE
The Dream of a Teutonic

Empire Stretching
from Ocean to

Ocean.

By FRANK H. SIMONDS,
Author of "The Great War."

jvco wee':..- atfO, in discussing the vari¬

ée, p.;-..* I« h' will rise when Etirope

beglr.s '' COMkatW peace, I pur;

omitted any dertalled reference to A

-^.ctior.F. which are sufficiently importan'
., der rvt tailed < tion. !;.

t»

that l

gf peace is found in the off-chance
.jut the ei Germany will c*mi-

i«-nt te r sks sacrifices in Africa which
«jrill be Eii liciently attractive to persuado
Germany tu evacuate conquered French

and Belgian territories and sign a peace

that will lesve the map of Western Eu¬

rope, at laut, ss It was in July, 1914.

It is a natural consequence of the

dramatic character of the campaign that

ever since the Anglo-French fleet began
its unsuccessful operation at the Darda¬

ne!.es the world has watched with interest

and with growing comprehension the reve-

lati >n of German designs upon a place in

the sun, ii place in Western Asia, w'.iich

should tiTve at once as a present basil
for Germany's commercial expansion and

« fui r a renewal of her attack
British Empire. For months tin.

if «.'airo, Bagdad, and
' din, to the exclusion of an even

rutan plan in Africa
than s

.»ion.
German Africa.

Wh) i Germnnj
four African

land, which was ;

by tlu Gennnns a-

future ba
G with

ance at the

It ha
long years to erect an African Empire,
which should include the Congo v*

and extend from the borders of the
to the Cape of Good Hope and from the

the Indian Ocean. The con¬

quest and annexation by the British of
the two Boer republics had btten the initial

-man plans, and the Kaiser's
nt Krüger remains

perhais ÜM first authentic sign of the

itred of Ge»-many for Great
Brita outward manifesta¬
tion of the coming rivalry.

annexation of the tw « Boer

republ'.rr- Germany was deprived of al
immédiat»' díanos sí including those Teu-

¦ German South. Africa.
She s- ed the hope that, U6ing

GaTa-HD. West Africa as a base, she would
be able in case of a war with Britain to

stir up revolt in th** Boer dl
thus bring 'he British colonial
South Afri« a do*BTO in nÜB thful to

this purpose, she began in
of the war an in va.-¿on of the

a, aided by a local
«¦srok. ».vas decisively beaten, be»
tSSSl t of Boer b-ader.«, Botha,
chose Is '.(... for Britain. The campaign
ended b the eenqueet of German »South-
Wt*st Africa by Botha, and then- is small
prospect t.* e this

"' ' "> I «-rrnanj.

from Ocean to Oceen.

After the \','+t War had, temporarily
** 'SMS, I r to a standstill in

resumed the
grandiose plan of extending German rule
'rom tha Atlant! .. «¦ : liai Ocean and

Africa a German colonial
¦»¦¦ As far bach as I

.y had d*.-..rned this

.".. had

ight '-. preeenrs Inta

«1 Ia- «tr«

"''I share in the coloriai ft
"'pe.

.man Kamerun and
n Eaal Afriet ther« Lata

". Btata,

it h <it
e

Lag*
taiag Mm

Urth-.u ivahggn iaftokll Of Wa»iai and

DEUTSCHLAND UEBER ALLES IN CENTRAL AFRICA.

A T L A N T

OCEAN

Solid Black Shows German -oionirs.Shaded Portion musC«MS leimuiy Uwriiiany ». «*»._..

Katern, and giving Franec an InterrapU
empire from th.- Mediterranean I
banks of th«* Congo.

Ii realize their dream it \va.- u-.

for the Germana to dispose of the Frene
and then, having carried the;

Kamerun colony to the western hank o

the Ubanghi and the Congo, join hand
with German East Africa across the Re]
gian territory. Lone ron-idered, earefull;
planned, this project w.-is only clearly re

vealed to the world when the Agadir cria,
brought France and Great Britain to th'

0Í war with Germany.
At that time the Germans op«'ne«l th.

negotiations in Berlin with the proposa
thai they should hold a portion of Mo
rocco. "West Marokko deutsch!" was th<
familiar and seducing war cry of a larg«
¡.or! ion of the German press. Could the«
obtain it, a naval base on the Moroccai

was an immediate profit to be taken
and taken without regard to the eventua

duties to the south. But the British
ition successfully blocked (his plan,

Still unwilling to run the risks incident
to a war with Great Britain, Gcruanj
acquiesced in French supremacy in the

Bhereeflaa Empira.
Congo "Compentstiont."

A ¦ counterbalance to French gains
north, the GorBUUll SUlOSOSfllUj ad-

..*. compensation in the

region. After long bargainings,
v.hi'h Ott ni<d a' time to be certain to end

r, there was signed in Berlin that

..111111/.)r.g -gmiimit which «et forth to the
..*.h'.)<- world the Qensaa nims in Central

l',v tin*- treaty Frar.c«- ended to Germany
¦.. than 100,000 BOjOaTO miles of her

Congo |.r. '. r,. <*. But more interesting
than '. th«- mcn-nin'' of the'

rronder. By Um aaw agieemi-«
.Barmany aeqoirod two points ><¦ eontncl
with th»- [JnanghKCongO rivera. She was

_M broaght to grip- with the Belgian
frontier, ai r_Mtn i-Jlwayt, ona al-l
,/eady advanced from the In«Ji»n Ocean h»|

Lake Tanganyika, the other building fron
the Kamerun const toward the Congo, fore
liadowed the eventual construction
trans-African line which should join th.
two Cernían colonies anil pave the way f..

.de penetration of the Belgian Congo
It Is interesting to recall 'ha*

liar-ii, writing at the time the Mi
¦graemont was being signed, b
whether the annexation of the Congo ha«
not in fact deprived Belgium of her right
to claim neutrality in Europe. Other (1er
man writers took up the cry. As for th«

French, their feelings were best describe«
by Gabriel Hanotaux, a former Foreign
Minister, who sadly commented, "We lia.

an empire and they have left us rorridors.'
On all sides it was recognised that the
Berlin agreement was but a temporar]
affair, certain to he cast into the meitinp
pot when the day of war. BO longer
doubted in France, should come.

Peace Poggibilitieg.

So much for the past history. Now the
moment ha9 come in the Great War when
the discussion of peace seems not impossi¬
ble; at least there are growing signs of a

willingness on the part of Germany to dis¬
cuss peace terms, term» of a "victorious

poaeOg" be It understood, but of a peace
which at one time recognize- German
achievement and does not call noon Ger
rnany's opponents t.. make Sacrifiées which

they are not yet willing to make and are

uAciently beuten to be compelled t«>

make.
In this situation the talk of AC si

concessions has already I.n board Und
will be heard with growing frequency m

the next few months. Thus, not a f« M
German writers have already SUggt
that Germany should agree to evacuate
France and Belgium in return for the

.«.sHon by Frnnce and Belgium <»f their

colonial territories lying between the
Kamerun ami Orinan El I Africa.

TUS suggestion takes cognizance of

certain obvious facts. Neither France nor

Great Britain can or will oft** to peace!

Igium i- evacuated and the intf.
h territory aaanred. [I won

ilongation of the war by m

eral jreari If Gerninny ahoold Insist up*

pOSSeasioa of any part
Belgian«. But if France || aÚD

1.1 surrender only the mutilated CoB|
region, taking in exchange Togoland at

ibly obtaining German aasenl to
formal ai nexatiofl of Moroco, thus elin

inating all hampering re trictioi 'reate

by the Berlin 'l reaty, would the Franc

Concrivably, and the project an

hed before the war. Germany migi
lotirent to reimburse France further m

m of the French-speaking di.
tints of Lorraine, which include Metz an

ave upward of 300,000 inhabitants, twr

thirds French. This would give France
safe «tasters frontier and might end th

I. rraine problem, which baa ban

pared German colonial aspiratioi
for the last forty years.

There are other variation:- that havi
been mentioned. Germany might consen

to pay Belgium not an indemnity for hei
-, but a considerable sum for hei
an province, which would amount t<

ame thing. She might even con» at
to Belgian annexation of Luxemburg, I

'.. but conceivable concession.
Englarid'* Share.

Such an agreement might dispi
; B» lgium. In point of fact, it

tromely unlikely that France wouM
bal ergabt, but thia n I I

Ml prevent the Germans from pro]
.t -topped than from di.

.-us*ir,g it. Hut what of England'.'
Thia proposed German expansion in

« e tral Africa would at once wreck the

British dream of a Cape-to-Cairo empire,
i» sroold DSSan that a solid block of Ger¬

man territory snsnld interpose between

Britl li Uganda and the Booth African

protectorates and betaeeu Nigeria and
Itriti. h Sudan. II v«"u!d muke Germany
and not Groat Britain the leading power
in Cent nil Africa, it would not impossibly
presage precisely the same kind of con-|

tinuing warfare between Britain and Ge

many in Africa that France and Fnglar
1 In North America for BO mai

general
But the Germans have an answer. Tht

purpose to cede to Great Britain the colon
of So'ithw.--t rVfriea, which has airead
been conquered by Botha; the German pot

.. Pacific, which have bee
taken over by the Australians, and to a;

to the present -ituation in Kiao-chat
In return Great Britain will be asked t

evacuate the Kamerun, now for the mos

rupied by the British an

French expeditions. The evacuation o

n France is a furthe
reward foi British acqnieacenes, for th
Ci-rinan advance to the Channel is pri
rnaril] ¦ thrust at Britain.
What Germany ought h

willing to make in the Near Fast, to wha
extent she would consent to abandon he
threat at Egypt and India and surrende:
her predominant position in Constant!

it is not possible to say. At th«
moment there is no evidence that German-
would make any concession, but, on th«
Other hand, her desire for peace is unmis
takable.

Germany't "Place in the Sun."
The basis of the German protest against

things as they are has lain in the fact
that alone ..f the great European powers
Germany has had no real share in the
division of the world's surface outside of
Europe. Achieving her own unity late,
arriving in time 01 iv to obtain a few minor

», the *-!eft overs" of the great
colonial scramble of the last quarter of

the Nineteenth Century, Germany has been
lied t.. face th.* growing disadvan¬

tage of hosti!" tariffs anil to see nations
inferior in population, like Great Britain,
or lacking all surplus population to fur¬

nish colonists, like France, in possession
of the richest portions of Africa and of

Asia.
For herself Germany has claimed and

daims the right to a colonial empire com¬

mensurate with her own population,
wealth and commercial resource-. Bines
she achieved her unity France has aooj-irod
Tunis, Madagascar, Morocco and ex-.

¡ anded meagre West African holdings into

an empire »ind Indo-Chine.-«-" posts into
colony burger than the fatherland. I
the same time Greet Britain has acquire
Egypt, the South African republics, th
Sudan, while Kus.sia has completed th
organisation of her enormous Asiatic ter
ritories that will one day main her th
most powerful of civilized natío:
At the bottom German resentment ove

all this goes far to explain the causes o
the present conflict. Having fought nov

to the conclusion three great campaign
in which f-he has won considerable sue

cesses without achieving the complete elim
¡nation of either France or Russia; havinii
rat to face the full power of Great Brit-
tain, still practically without a scratch
Germany may well seek to make p- ac

provided she can obtain for her tremen¬
dous lacriflcea in life and treason some

commensurate profit. This profit is not
within her grasp in Western Europe; it
is hardly within her grasp In Europe, at

all, as yet,
The German argument will doubtless be

that unless she obtains her "place in the
sun" now she will inevitably resume the
struggle hc,»>after, if the war ends un¬

favorably or falls short of her h-.pes.
Would it not be wiser for Europe to

reeognitO the fact now, concede to her a

'place in the sun" commensurate with
her own vision and thus remove a peri!
otherwise bound U» grow?

The Statistics of s Dream.
A I'ept.ing now th»» frontier- for Ger¬

many's Central African colony of the fut¬
ure as outlined above, what would it
mean? How would it Compare with
world empires?
The area of German East Afri. «

325,000 square miles, the population «**.,-

000,000. The Kamerun ha: an area of
¡100,000 square miles, one-third conipri*
ing the cessions of France in the Morocc >

t.rne, and a population of 2,500,000. Bel¬
gian Congo has an area of above 000,00
square miles and a population of l."i,.'U(i,
oiio. French Congo has an area of r>:,(i.
on -quart» miles and a population of 4,-

i-OO.O'l'i.
Roughly speaking--and exact statistics

Hi still lacking for these regions.Ger¬
many's new colony, thus constituted,

How the Germans Hope
to Make the Congo

River Another
Rhine.

,C opyright, I() I 5.

The 1 ribune Ass'n.)

0 -ai|uar«í
1,000. Thi«

is ten tin ee Germaa Km
re two ' .'l i th« "he l'nite<i

» a ithoi t Als than
t\« Ice !

Even thi- hu be in
ed by furl

Great G rhkrh would
divide th.

.. ¿ A . la, which adjoin Britis'i
and German tel prospoctiv»
territories» Thus there might Ye assure.!

Germany tin* .nun watershed of the
¦, the lakes at the bead of the Nil«;
n and at' \ the Sahara at
rr.)wi»st point, whieh might open the

way to u i' ran railway from th«*
Italian colony of Tripoli.

H« re trould be an fieM tat
German «»olonial activity and German

pment In all r«
Y rnitii

ppetite, nut t: mitatiou
.'ill ti end utterly un

Ml. .»ase

¦; th" uplands
¦.. raten Fa t «Ufrie i y laarilj

G« rmany irould be compelled I
Central African empire on« exploita

.' o: rOaonisation, but until Britain

conq .'Ted or An si les on t..

-t¡on of Soiitl. \ ric u. territory
eliminated, it is the best Germany CM do,

A Remote Poggibility Still.

At the pre», rit nu ment G| n.ian de
mands stand small chane«- of carrying.
This || «ine to the fact that across th. u

pathway lies the one nation which bai
suffered little M far in the war. For
Gnat Britain a German empire in Con
teal Africa would be a menace bound t

grow with th«.- years and certain to load
to other disputes and probably to other
wars. U is complet, i\ within British
power, so Ionia, as iho retains control gf
the sea. to rle troy these hopes, whatever
the course of the war in Europa,
And, faithful to ber tradition, Great

Pritain is steadily destroying the batei
of German colonia! ambición. Boath
Vfriea has been c mejoered
Togolnnd was mapped up by Anglo
Trench foTOOS in the Brat day of the war.

all but a small central district of th«
Kamerun has been occupied by French.

.i; and British expeditions am'
France has already rodoosnod th«« Moroc
can M«eompensationsN and br<.k>-n the Ger¬
man tents 'retched out, to til«! -bañ¬

il the ¡ongo.
Only German East Africa remain-

in actually Intact, bit «".m her«- the sea-

coeel hai been oecupied and Germaa gai
risons in1'1 retired Inland. An expedí
tion is said to be forming in South Afin.»
under the leadership of Botha t>. reaea
in a new field the BOM ¦ of Sou
Africa and translate int«> fact
J.hodes'.s magnificent dream of a tap«
to Cairo "all-red" map. .' ah an

expedition German resistance must,
. rumble, since the garrison Is small and
its resource»., ;tr- a result of a year and
four months of blockade, greatly reduced.
Kven should France and Belgium con¬

tent to mak«* the sacrifices .¡«'mand-'d,
British opposition could nullify the bar¬
gain, and there is no reason to believe that
France or even Belgium will now make

acritices. A- for Great Britain, she
!. to-day doing what she did in the wars

oí the eighteenth c»-ntury and the Napo-
era. While the conflict in Europe

proceeds unfavorably to her own Allies
-he is sweeping off the map the colors of
h.r great rival in Africa and in Europe
and in the Pacific. So far there is no

B why she should consent to any

sacrifice to Germany.

What German«» Expects.
Yet in estimating th.- present «ituation

it is necessary to tab Into Menant Ger¬
man expectations and purposes. The
German dream of a '.'entrai African em-

r,ir«.- has been e loood and Ger
man purpose to make peace terms the
.a-i- for a roelisation of ante-bellum as¬

pirations in Africa, if not in Europe, must
be recognised.

Six months hence, when all belligerents
are nearer the point of exhaustion, if

I conr|uered, th«- Afrcan bar¬
gain may have attractions for the French
and Belgians which will prove compelling
and British consent may then be had.
The importance of the African possibiii-

tiaê now lies in the fact that even in Ger¬
many it is realized that the evacuation of
France and Belgium will have to come

end that the possibility of an iiuiemnity
from France is remote. There is left the
African colonial compensations. They
lave already begun to crop up in German
i.seu-sions; they will I)»' the main topic
of peact « .investitions a few months
hence, possibly a few weeks heneo, If
there is any discus-ion of p»-n«*e at all
befgn the time tor a spring campaign in
the west.


